
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Members of the Household of God 

 

     My dear friends, you may not know this but “You are strangers and aliens no longer. 

No, you are fellow citizens of the saints and members of the household of God.” That is 

what St. Paul wrote in his letter to the Ephesians which we read this morning. And that 

is exactly what St. Paul would be writing to you today if he were on the earth with us 

right now. He would be telling you that you belong to a VERY exclusive club. And that 

club boasts that its membership includes all the great saints of all time. 

     Can you imagine that? You belong up there with all the great saints you’ve ever 

heard about or read about. All the great holy men and women of history are members 

of the household of God. And YOU ARE TOO! 

     This is not something you just imagine. It is not just make-believe…like waking up 

and realizing what a wonderful position you really have. No, you really do belong to 

that “club of clubs.” You belong to the “family of families.” You really belong up there 

with the Apostles, the prophets, the saints and, of course, WITH the charter member, 

Jesus Christ Himself. 

     This club is not like all the clubs we could belong to here on earth. For one thing, we 

can’t be excluded from this club for snobbish reasons. And there are no exclusivity rules 

either. There are no picket fences or security guards to keep us from entering. Everyone 

is invited in. At any time. The only thing necessary is your own decision to accept the 

love of all the others in God’s household and to love them in return. And you must 

make your love available for anyone who has not as yet chosen to enter the family of 

God. 

     Today the family of God (our family) honors two of its illustrious members: Sts. 

Simon and Jude. 

     So, this morning I would like to thank you for coming to your own family’s 

celebration! 


